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Electricity is a form of energy. It comes from electrons. Electrons are tiny particles existing on the outside of the
atoms from which all matter is constructed. Electrons are considered to have a negative “charge”. For every
electron there is a proton. Protons are less tiny particles existing in the nuclei of the atoms from which all matter is
constructed. Protons are considered to have a positive charge.

Materials
In terms of electricity, there are three kinds of materials.

e Conductors are materials through which the electrons can flow freely, without being firmly associated with
any particular atomic nuclei.

¢ Insulators are materials through which electrons cannot flow freely. The electrons are firmly associated with
the material’'s atomic nuclei. Electrons can, however, be removed from or attached to the surface of these
materials quite easily, usually by rubbing.

Static Electricity

This is electricity that’s not moving; static means stationary. Static electricity is contained, as potential or “stored”
energy. Objects are statically “charged” either by having an excess or deficiency of electrons, meaning that their
numbers of protons (positive charges) and electrons (negative charges) are not equal. This occurs through objects
encountering contact with other objects and gaining or losing electrons to or from the respective surfaces.

e Too many electrons in an object = overall, or “net’, negative charge (because there’s more electrons than
protons).

e Too few electrons in an object = overall, or “net”, positive charge (because there’s more protons than
electrons).

e Two objects, one negative and the other positive, experience an attractive force; opposite charges attract.
e Two objects, both negative, experience a repulsive force; like charges repel.

e Two objects, both positive, experience a repulsive force; like charges repel.

e Two objects, one negative and the other neutral, experience an attractive force; negative objects “want” to
give up their excess electrons.

e Two objects, one positive and the other neutral, experience an attractive force; positive objects “want” to
gain the electrons they’re missing.

Whether a neutrally charged object has the tendency to gain electrons (acquire negative charge) or lose electrons
(become positively charged) depends on the substance from which it's made (the particular type of atoms and/or
molecules) and the way in which articles are bonded together. There’'s no empirical relationship between these
variables, but the triboelectric series lists materials in order of their tendency to become positively charged,
through to their tendency to become negatively charged.

Examples:
Static electricity is best demonstrated with insulators, because they don’t easily “lose” their charge to other objects
with which they contact.
e A rubber balloon (inflated) rubbed against a woollen jumper. The wool loses electrons which the balloon
gains. The balloon should then be attracted and “stick” to a neutral wall.
e Rayon or polyester fabric (cheap shirts are made from these) rubbed against glass. The glass loses
electrons which the fabric gains. Light neutral objects (such as bean bag beans or small pieces of tissue paper)
should be attracted to and “stick” to both the glass and the fabric.
e Nylon or silk fabric rubbed against acetate. The fabric loses electrons to the acetate. The acetate should
then attract light neutral objects (such as bean bag beans or small pieces of tissue paper).
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Charge

This is a measurable quantity of electricity. An amount electrical charge is measured in Coulomb, C.
e One electron has -1.6 x 10°C.

The negative sign indicates that the charge is negative, not that the charge is less than zero.

e IC=(1.6x10""=6.25x 10'® electrons

Current Electricity
This is electricity that involves electrons moving through conductors (as opposed to static electricity, which

involves electrons remaining fixed in insulators). This is useful, because it allows the energy of electrons to be
converted into forms other than electricity, such as light, heat or motion.

Circuits

These are arrangements of conducting (and often also semiconducting) components and wires such that electrons
can move from, and return to, a source (a battery, for example). Electrons are not lost, as they return to where they
came from, but their energy is consumed as they move through the circuit.

There are two ways of connecting components to form circuits:

¢ In series, components are connected one after the other.
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¢ In parallel, components are connected such that current passes through each simultaneously.
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Most useful circuits are more complex than simply series or parallel configurations, and are actually a combination,
where some sections can be considered as in series, and others in parallel.
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Current
This is the motion of electrons through a circuit. It can be considered in two ways.

e Electron current is the direction in which electrons, and hence negative charge actually moves in a circuit,
from the negative terminal of a battery to the positive.

e Conventional current is the direction in which charge is considered to move in a circuit. Positive charge is
thought of as moving from the positive terminal of a battery to the negative, in the opposite direction to electron
current, even though positive charge comes from protons which actually have fixed positions and don’t really
move. Despite being an incorrect conceptualisation, conventional current is how all current is always
considered.
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Whether thought of as electron or conventional in terms of the direction, there are two methods by which current
can move in a circuit.

¢ Direct current, DC. Charge moves only in one direction, through a circuit, from one end of a power supply to
the other. This kind of current is usually powered by a battery.

¢ Alternating current, AC. Charge moves in only one direction at a time, but the direction is always changing,
cycling back and forth. This kind of current is usually powered by a generator, and is the kind that is supplied by
household power points.

Current is defined mathematically as an amount of charge moved per unit of time.

1=4
t
Where [ = current, in Ampere, A
q = charge,in C
t = time,ins
Voltage

This is amount of energy supplied to each coulomb of charge. Mathematically, it is defined as the work done per
unit of charge.

Where V = voltage,in V
W = work done (energy supplied), in J
q = charge,in C



Nicholas Hender
VCE Physics Unit 1, Area Of Study 2, Electricity

Voltage is often referred to by other terms:
e Potential
e Potential difference

Potential drop

EMF, Electro Motive Force, €

These other terms consider voltage from the perspectives of different points in a circuit. The point to remember is
that each of these terms refers to an amount of voltage.

Peak Voltage And RMS Voltage

This is associated with alternating current (AC). Current and voltage are directly proportional (as explained by
Ohm’s Law, later in these notes). In a circuit, if current is alternating, and therefore cycling back and forth in
direction, and up and down in magnitude, then voltage is cycling in the same way. This means that in an AC circuit
voltage is not constant (because it varies linearly with a non constant current).

The average voltage occurring throughout each period of the AC cycle is called the Root Mean Square, or RMS,
voltage. RMS is a mathematical method of averaging a cyclic variance.

The maximum voltage occurring throughout each period of the AC cycle is called the peak voltage.

V _ Vpeak
R

MS ﬁ

V ek = '\/5 X Veus

P

Where Vrus = RMS voltage, in V
Vpeak = peak voltage, in V
Resistance

This is the property of conductors and electronic components to restrict, “impede” and hence resist the flow of
current. All conductors reduce current due to their resistance. Also due to their resistance, all conductors require
an amount of energy to “push” current through them.

¢ The higher the resistance of an object, the more the current will be reduced.

e The higher the resistance of an object, the more the energy required to push current through.

Resistors are devices designed with specific amounts of resistance for controlling current and voltage in circuits.
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Resistors In Series
To find the total resistance of a circuit containing resistors in series.
R, =R +R,+R,....+R

Where Rr= total resistance of circuit, in Q
Ry = first resistance, in Q
R> = second resistance, in Q
Rz = third resistance, in Q
etc.

Resistors In Parallel

To find the total resistance of a circuit containing resistors in parallel.
R.=(R"'+R, " +R,..+R )"

Where Rr= total resistance of circuit, in
R = first resistance, in Q
R> = second resistance, in Q
R3 = third resistance, in Q
etc.

Ohm’s Law
This relates resistance to both voltage and current.

R=Y Sv_irs1=Y
I R

Where R = resistance, in Ohm, Q
V = voltage,in V
I = current, in A

Note that R would the gradient of a V/I graph, showing R to be the constant when resistance is fixed.
Ohm’s law does not apply to all electronic components.



Nicholas Hender
VCE Physics Unit 1, Area Of Study 2, Electricity

Current Dividers And KCL
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Parallel circuits act as current dividers. The total current is divided amongst each of the resistances, according to
their value. Voltage is equal in all sections of the circuit.

L=1+1+1,

Where Iy = total current, in A
I = currentat Aj,in A
I = current at Az, in A
I3 = current at Az, in A

Vi=Vi=V,=V,;

Where Vr= total voltage, in V
V1= voltage at Vi, in V
Vo= voltage at Vo, in V
V3= voltage at V3, in V

Kirchoff's Current Law (KCL) states that the current going into a circuit is equal to the current coming out. In the
above example, current immediately after the positive terminal of the battery is equal to current immediately before
the negative terminal, after having been divided among the resistances.

I =1

m out
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Voltage Dividers And KVL

Series circuits act as voltage dividers. The total voltage is divided amongst each of the resistances, according to
their value. Current is equal in all sections of the circuit.

V, =V, +V,+V,

Where Vr= total voltage, in V
Vi= current at Vi,in V
Vo= current at Vo, in V
Viz= current at V3, in V

Where Ir total current, in A
I current at A, in A
P current at Az, in A

I3 = current at Az, in A

Kirchoff’'s Voltage Law (KVL) states that the sum of the voltages across each of the resistances is equal to the
voltage supplied to the circuit.

V

supply

=V, + Vi, + Vi,



